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22nd October 2021 

Dear Parents, 

Firstly, I would like to thank everyone for making me feel so welcome in my first few weeks at the academy. 

There are a lot of positives and I have used much of my time to walk around chatting with staff and 

students and watching how the academy works.  I believe that the ‘classroom lesson’ is sacrosanct as, in 

the end, we here to educate young people so that they get the very best start in life.  Any changes that I 

make here at Cliff Park are to help achieve that aim. 

I am therefore writing to let you know that, although the start and end of the school day will remain the 

same, from Monday 1st November 2021 there will be a change to our breaktime and lunchtime routines as 

we move to one morning and one lunchtime break for all students.  The field will be divided into 2 zones; 

one for key stage 3 students and the other for key stage 4 students.  Timings for the new academy day are 

shown at the end of this letter.   

After half term, your child will notice a difference in the Diner layout, with the aim of ensuring that all 

students are served quickly in a very structured and purposeful manner.  There will be signs and staff 

ensuring everyone can quickly get to know the new way of doing things.  Having a single break and 

lunchtime will also enable us to provide more lunchtime clubs and activities.  To aid quick service a final 

reminder that students will no longer be able to add money to the cash machines as from the date of our 

return – parents should add money to their child’s ParentPay account.  I can assure you that we will be out 

watching every day – as I usually am anyway – speaking to students so we can quickly adjust things where 

and when it’s necessary.    

In my assemblies this morning I have also been emphasising the importance of courtesy and punctuality.  I 

believe that all members of our community should be courteous to each other, and so this will be a 

continuous theme, both in interactions with staff and students and a focus of our rewards programme and, 

where necessary, sanctions.  Being courteous doesn’t cost anything and is one of the most important life 

skills our students need.  Secondly, all students should arrive at school on time and be punctual to lessons.  

The vast majority of students do and those that don’t disrupt the learning of others therefore the same 

principle will apply.  Punctuality will be rewarded, and lateness will result in a sanction. 

I would like to close by saying thank you to everyone again.  I have not been in Cliff Park Ormiston Academy 

very long, but I have to say that I love being here, so I look forward to seeing everyone back in school 

(punctual and being courteous) on Monday 1st November 2021.     

Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mr J Nixon 
Interim Principal  
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